Recombinant viral polymerase with a protein-A tag on the PB2 subunit was expressed using the MultiBac system in Sf9 insect cells and affinity purified using IgG-Sepharose followed by sizeexclusion chromatography. (B) Transcriptional activity of purified RNAP in the presence of 5ʹ and 3ʹ vRNA promoter sequences using ApG as a primer (1). The position of the fluorescent dyes in the 5ʹ or 3ʹ vRNA is indicated. The full-length 17 nt-long transcription product is indicated (TP); shorter products represent premature termination or degradation products. The full-length 18 nt-long transcription product is indicated (TP); shorter products represent premature termination or degradation products. We note that a dye at position 4 or 14 on the 3' cRNA results in a different band pattern, however the polymerase is clearly still able to bind and transcribe these templates. 
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